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In a recent interview with daily newspaper El Mercurio (Santiago), Christian Democrat leader
Andres Zaldivar asserted that if the political opposition wins in the upcoming presidential
plebiscite, the armed forces will be obligated to negotiate a "transitional itinerary." The plebiscite
is expected to take place between September and December this year. Chileans will vote "yes"
or "no" on a single candidate selected by the armed forces. If "yes" prevails, the candidate would
head the government until 1997. Under the existing Chilean constitution put in place by the military
regime if a majority casts "no" ballots, open direct elections for president would take place one
year after the plebiscite. The plebiscite "candidate" is expected to be Gen. Augusto Pinochet. The
general assumed the presidency in 1973 after leading a bloody coup against the government of
democratically-elected President Salvador Allende. Zaldivar, a former leader of the Christian
Democrat International, said that if Gen. Pinochet remains in power for another year after a "no"
vote, the government would have to use force to maintain its rule. Following the dictates of the
military regime's constitution in these circumstances, he said, would be very hazardous for the
country as a whole. According to Zaldivar, if the majority of voters cast "no" ballots, this would
mean that most Chileans have repudiated the candidate, the regime, and its institutionality. In
brief, he added, such vote would indicate acceptance of the demands of the political opposition, i.e.,
that the constitution must be modified, changing all aspects making it "anti-democratic." Given
that the government would be debilitated after a plebiscite rejecting the military candidate, said
Zaldivar, some type of transitional itinerary would have to be negotiated between military and
civilian political leaders. He said he believed in the "good sense" of the armed forces dictating that
such negotiations would be in the best interest of the country. (Basic data from AFP, 05/08/88)
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